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(1) But why after seeing Skip did you not want to
help him? Especially in light of what’s been
uncovered about Dr. Smith.” “It’s not that I
didn’t want to help him, Mrs. Rearden. It’s that I
can’t help him.” (M. H. Clark, Let Me Call You
Sweetheart)
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(3) Oh!{I have/ It is that I have} no money.
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a. "It is that I was bitten by a mosquito.
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(6) a. They completely clammed up. {That is,/ "It is
that} they refused to speak.
b. Nobody has invited me to dance. {lIt is that/
"That is,} I’m not pretty enough.
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(8) The Aussies are doing their best to unsettle
the Poms, so Glenn McGrath growls, Ian Healy
grumbles, the press grins - and decent men
grimace. The gist of it is that England have no
chance, mate. (The Guardian, October 22, 2002)

(9) Rehabilitation is not our job. The truth of it is
that we are warehousers of human beings. (The
Observer, August 19, 2001)
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A sudden movement out of the corner of Kim’s
eye brought a stifled scream to her lips
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(13) a. I saw that he crossed the street
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b. I saw him crossing the street
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IX 1t is that
“People look at overweight people and say, ‘Oh,
they’re lacking in will-power’ or, ‘She can’t control
herself,”” Powter says

“That’s not true. It’s just
that they’re dieting, and dieting makes you fatter



and weaker.” (The Times Magazine, February 26,
1994)
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(16) Nobody has invited me to dance. It {must/may/
might/could/ will/*would/ can/"should/ ought to}
be that I’m not pretty enough.
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(17) a. I must apologize for my behavior in the office,
it’s just that your appearance was a bit of a shock
to me. (B Elvira, Mistress of the Dark ® &
&)

b. Don’t get me wrong: I’m not interested in
dissing Kitty here. It’s just that I’ve long been
fascinated by Japan’s cult of cuteness - it’s rather
like an obsession. (BusinessWeek, June 25, 2002)
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(18) “What’s the matter?” I asked. “Don’t I dance

well enough?” “Oh, yes,” he assured me. “It’s just

that - well, I thought you said, “May I have your

stamps, please!” (Reader’s Digest, May 1990)
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(19) a. She looked over at Martin, who looked
suddenly unhappy. “This music annoys you,
doesn’t it?” Martin squirmed. “It’s just - why
can’t he sing any one song all the way
through?” (L. Moor, Terrific Mother)

b. “Is it,” she stammered, “is it that you don’t want
me?” (D. H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterley's Lover)
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