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Résumé

George Bryan Brummell, better known as Beau Brummell, was born in London in
1798 and started his career as a socialite with a meager income. Famed for the grace
of his demeanour, readiness of repartee, and neatness of dress, he caught the eye of that
other great dandy, George the Prince of Wales, who ushered him into the loftiest circles
of London society.

By no means a mere fop, Brummell introduced daring innovations in personal
appearance. Although his sartorial style ran counter to the prevailing fashions of the
day, which were still suffering from baroque extravagance, he succeeded in subordinat-
ing the current trends to his dandiacal notion of good taste. As an incarnation of
decorum, moderation and refinement, Brummell was catapulated from relative obscu-
rity into being one of the most prominent figures on the English social scene.

Yet there was another factor underlying his renown —— self-composure and intellec-
tual aloofness : this was what made Brummell more than simply a well-dressed English
gentleman. With a motion of his finger, he could beckon to dukes and duchesses and
they would hasten to him, flattered at his recognition, while the doors of palatial
mansions would swing open before him as if in the presence of royalty. By combining
a trenchant wit and exquisite taste, he perfected the art of honouring by dishonouring,
dominating the most aristocratic society in all Europe as the king of dandies.

The present essay attempts to trace the main facts of the Beau’s personal history
before we characterize his particular form of celebrity as a prototype of the modern
dandy. Our primary aim is to show that Brummell epitomized not merely a principle
of personal elegance but also a philosophy of life based upon almost stoic self-mastery.
His dandyism heralded a new archetype of manhood, which would develop into the
intellectual and artistic pursuits of the dandies and aesthetic literary figures of the
nineteenth century, including Baudelaire and Wilde, who devoted themselves to an
ideal of singularity from the common multitude.



