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ROLE AND UTILIZATION OF GROWING ALGAE IN SLOW SAND FILTER
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Abstract | Algae in slow sand filter is believed as a nuisance one. Rapidly growing algae is sometimes
useful for the filter management. Filamentous alga of Diatom (Melosira varians) usually makes an algal mat
on the sand surface in slow sand filter which source water comes from a river. Algae produces organic
matter and oxygen and it also assimilates dissolved inorganic matter. Suspended substances from a river
are adhered and are trapped on and in the mat. The algal mat lifts off from the bottom by the bouyance of
oxygen bubbles and flows away through an overflow pipe. When 2 filter pond becomes a continuous culture
system of filamentous algae, it turns a-clog-less one. The possibility of an utilization of floating algal mat

is also discussed as an use of food resources.
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