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Systematic Botany and Nature Conservation

——A Few Comments Based on Proceedings of a Symposium Held in Uppsala

in Commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the University——
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It was the unanimous opinion and resolution of the Systematic
Botany, Plant Utilization and Biosphere Conservation
Symposium held as part of the 500th Anniversary celebration
of Uppsala University that although plants are the world’s
basic life support system, our plant knowledge is not _
adequate to be able to make satisfactory suggestions for .
plant conservation in any but a few temperate areas of the
world. '

The absence of check-lists and Floras for many countries of
the world means that no basic documentation is available on
which plant conservation recommendations and action plans
can be based with any certainty. o

The Symposium delegates therefore recommend most strongly to
their governments that it is of the utmost importance that
immediate increased support both financial and academic¢ is
provided for the developing world to produce such Floras and
detailed lists before it is too late! It is also urgent to
provide increased facilities for training and study in the
relevant Botanical sciences to produce the expertise
necesssary to correct this deficiency; but in view of the
extreme urgency arising from the rate of destruction of
primary vegetation, we would press for the preparation of
ecologically appropriate land management plans now, even if
the preliminary floristic data are incomplete.

Attention of Governments is drawn to the importance of
various international conventions, in particular the
“Convention on Trade in Endangered Species”, the
“Convention for the Protection of the World’s Cultural and
Natural Heritage” and the “Convention on Nature Protection
and Wildlife Preservation in the Western Hemisphere”, for
the purpose of providing effective international action.

Fig. 1. The Resolution adopted at a symposium held in Upgsala _in
commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the University =
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