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James Joyce’s “Eveline”
Yoshitaka Yonemoto

“Eveline”, the fourth story in Joyce’s Dubliners (1914),
though it is the shortest of the fifteen stories, has no
little significance because it marked a new departure in
his technique.

In “Eveline”, Joyce fixes his eyes chiefly on the mind
of the young heroine who is neither very intelligent nor
nmsomgm“ thus portraying her character by means of ‘the
stream of consciousness.” And he expresses Eveline’s own
thoughts through the medium of such diction as she herself
might have employed. In this story Joyce intends not only
to characterize Eveline through her consciousness, but
at the same time to bring to light a phase of Dublin
‘paralysis,’ in which the people long to escape from their
wretched lives but fail, fettered by their environment
and convention. Also, the diction Eveline unconsciously
employs contains very implacative words and sentences.
That is, Joyce conveys his own views by making her
talk or feel by intuition. This technique is characteristic
of the whole Joycean literature.



