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A REEXAMINATION OF THE GRAMMATICAL SYSTEM OF PEKINESE
DURING THE QING DYNASTY
With Special Reference to the Passive Markers bei, jigo and rang

Keiko Imarx
(Shinshuu University)

This present study examines usages of the three passive markers bei, jico
and rang in the four pieces of well-known Pekinese writings during the Qing
dynasty, the Shitou Ji [The Story of a Stone] by Cao Xue-gin, the draft and
published versions of the Honglou Meng [[A Dream in the Red Chambers] by
Cao Xue-gin and, possibly, Gao Lan-shu, and the Ernyu Yingxiong Zhuan [A
Story of a Woman Hero] by Wen Kang, in an attempt to establish the gram-
matical history of modern Pekinese. In the narrative parts of the first three
writings, uses of the passive markers are consistently dominated by bei, while
in the colloquial parts, uses of bei is subsequently substituted for those of
jiao. We understand that this reflects the transition of the passive marker in
Pekinese from the former be: to the later jigo and the formation of the domi-
nant use of jieo for passive in modern Pekinese. Quite contrary to this ten-
dency of the increased uses for jigo, mainly bei is found in the Ernyu Ying-
xiong Zhuan, even though this novel was written after the Honglou Meng. The
retained uses of bei could be due to the fact that the Ernyu Yingxiong Zhuan
was written with the unique style of the story tellers since the medieval peri-
od of China, and does not necessarily mean that the language this novel was
based on or the language the author Wen Kang spoke was more archaic that
those of the Shitou Ji or Honglou Meng. Yet, the language reflected in the
Ernyu Yingxiong Zhuan does not necessarily represent the language which
succeeds that of the Shitox Ji or Honglou Meng in the history of Pekinese as
it is normally and widely assumed to be. Practically no use of rang was found
in these four writings. We thus have to conclude that the use of rang is a
fairly new phenomenon in the history of Pekinese, even though rang is re-
garded as a pure Pekinese marker and its use is seldom reported in the dialectal
surveys of northern Chinese dialects.



