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Summary
A Study on the Phonetic Spelling of Chinese Geographical Names

Masakazu KOMAI

In China, serious discussions have been carried out as to the phonetic spelling of
Chinese geographical names. In this field, Lu-hsin £ was either leader or contrib-
utor. Recently, they have maintained that the complicated Chinese characters would
have to be discontinue and have begun a use of Latinized Chinese.

In China today, national minorities have the same right as Chinese have.
After liberation, vigorous help has been given to those nationalities who as yet have
no written languages of their own, to create their own written languages. Some of
their alphabets represent sounds similar to those of the corresponding Chinese let-
ters and others have no corresponding letters in Chinese. They use those letters
for geographical names. When they study the languages of national minorities, they
are studying Chinese.

This article explains the phonetic spelling of Chinese geographical names,
by examining some problems of the national minority, the history of Chinese

phoneticism and the maintenance of Lu-hsin.



