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As with our colleges, so with a hundred ‘“modern improvements:’ there is an
illusion about them ; there is not always a positive advance. The devil goes on
exacting compound interest to the last for his early share and numerous succeed-
ing investments in them. Our inventions are wont to be pretty toys, which dis-
tract our attention from serious things.!
[REW DN TWL BH LD 1 5 ERI UL sl dio DERNEEE] wowvTthw
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I cannot believe that our factory system is the best mode by which men may
get clothing. The condition of the operatives is becoming every day more like
that of the English ; and it cannot be wondered at, since, as far as I have heard
or observed, the principal object is, not that mankind may be well and honestly
clad, but, unquestionably, that the corporations may be enriched.?
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ZOEHWIARN LS, ZLTHRIECKEL L 25X 52 LTl T Hw
ol, EFEEERIILETHILID
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And if the civilized man’s pursuits are no worthier than the savage's, if he is

employed the greater part of his life in obtaining gross mecessaries and comforts
wmevely, why should he have a better dwelling than the former 23
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Contrast the physical condition of the Irish with that of the North American
Indian, or the South Sea Islander, or any other savage race before it was de-
graded by contact with the civilized man. Yet I have no doubt that that people’s
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rulers are as wise as the average of civilized rulers. Their condition only proves
what squalidness may consist with civilization.4
74707y FAOWERIREL kO v 7 4 7 v, BBHGIEEEHEBA, H500
A & O X CHEET D RTOMO EDRBREO R EFILL TRz E X, La
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Is it impossible to combine the hardiness of these savages with the intellectu-

alness of the civilized man ?°
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Though we are not so degenerate but that we might possibly live in a cave
or a wigwam or wear skins to-day, it certainly is better to accept the advant-
ages, though so dearly bought, which the invention and industry of mankind
offer. In such a neighborhood as this, boards and shingles, lime and bricks, are
cheaper and more easily obtained than suitable caves, or whole logs, or bark in
sufficient quantities, or even well-tempered clay or flat stones. I speak under-
standingly on this subject, for I have made myself acquainted with it both the-
oretically and practically. With a little more wit we might use these materials
so as to become richer than the richest now are, and make our civilization a
blessing. The civilized man is a more experienced and wiser savage.?
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Early in the morning, while all things are crisp with frost, men come with

fishing-reels and slender lunch, and let down their fine lines through the snowy
field to take pickerel and perch ; wild men, who instinctively follow other fashions
and trust other authorities than their townsmen, and by their goings and comings
stitch towns together in parts where else they would be ripped. They sit and
eat their luncheon in stout fear-naughts on the dry oak leaves on the shore, as
wise in natural lore as the citizen is in artificial. They never consulted with
books, and know and can tell much less than they have done. The things which

they practice are said not yet to be known.t (Italics mine.]
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There was a certain positive originality, however slight, to be detected in him,
and I occasionally observed that he was thinking for himself and expressing his
own opinion, a phenomenon so rare that I would any day walk ten miles to
observe it, and it amounted to the re-origination of many of the institutions of
society.?
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Fishermen, hunters, woodchoppers, and others, spending their lives in the felds
and woods, in a peculiar sense a part of Nature themselves are often in a more
favorable mood for observing her, in the intervals of their pursuits, than philo-
sophers or poets even, who approach her with expectation. She is not afraid to
exhibit herself to them. The traveller on the prairie is naturally a hunter, on
the head waters of the Missouri and Columbia a trapper, and at the Falls of St.
Mary a fisherman. He who is only a traveller learns things at second-hand and
by the halvés, and is poor authority. We are most interested when science re-
ports what those men already know practically or instinctively, for that alone
is a true humanity, or account of human experience. 10 {Italics in the original.]
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The remarkably adult yet innocent expression of their open and serene eyes
is very memorable. All intelligence seems reflected in them. They suggest not
merely the purity of infancy, but a wisdom clarified by experience.
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(1) Henry David Threau, Walden and Other Writings of Henry David Thoreau (New York:

The Modern Lidrary, 1950), p. 46.

(2) Ibid., p. 24.

(38) Ibid., p. 30.

(4) Ibid., p. 31.

(5) Ibid., pp. 11-12.

6) fobxil, T, —AFv] Oofoko k5 kEiiicks T, “primitive,” ‘‘savage,” ‘‘wild”
EVS LSRRG LA LM UBRICHVB R TVD X 5B 2 5,

I found in myself, and still find, an instinct toward a higher, or, as it is named, spiritual
life, as do most men, and another toward a primitive rank and savage one, and I reverence
them both. I love the wild not less than the good. (Ibid., p. 189.)

) Ibid., pp. 35-36.
) Ibid., p. 254.
Ibid., p. 136.
Ibid., pp. 189-190.
Ibid., p. 204.
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Summary

The Complementarity of Science and Savageness
On H. D. Thoreau

by
Kenji TOKIMATSU

There is a certain deficiency to be detected in science, however marvellous its
achievements may be. What makes up the deficiency is savageness. Thus, science
and savageness are complementary to each other. And, the examination of
Thoreau’s Walden reveals that he considers wildness to be an integral whole of
science and savageness.

The wildness is the distinguished quality that all men should develop, the
quality necessary for all who earnestly wish to, in Thoreau's words, ‘‘make our
civilization a blessing.”’ If we refer as the “wild men’ to the men having the
wild quality, the “wild men’’ retain the practical, experiential, intuitional, and

immediate relationship to nature.



