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Summary

The Bible and Literature
Seiji OsHiMA

This lecture was given on 1lth September 1975 as one of the public lectures
entitled “For the deeper Understanding of German & French Literature”, which
were held under the auspices of the faculty of literature.

Christianity and Society in Europe

It goes without saying that the understanding of a literary work is not possible
until we acquire the adequate rknowledge of the spirit of the world in whiel its
author is brought up and to which it is first addressed. Christianity or the hiblical
tradition together with the classical tradition is the mother of the european cul-
ture. Christian humanism has fostered the ethos of the european society.

As to the present european civilization, a german philosopher K. Lowith says
as follows; today one universal technical civilization has dug out and demolished
the hellenistic-christian inheritance and brought forth one historical world with
one way of thinking which is no more hellenistic nor christian. But from &ofe ex-
periences during my two-years-stay in Germany, I would like to say the europeanv
people live indeed under the new governing principle, but thie tradltwnal prmmples

have still power more than we Japanese think it does;
The Writer and his Society

In modern ages the writer is not always on intimate terms with his society
like the craftsman in the Middle Ages. In the Middle Ages the latter could feel
more at home with the society where he lived, while both made a unity in one
spiritual world i. e. Catholicism. Since the Renaissance and the Reformation the
writer has separated himself from the society and stood against the tradition be-
hind the society. The self-consciousness as the subject of his creative activities
makes him feel foreign and uncomfortable in the society. He feels more conflict ,
and dissention with the society in modern ages. T. Mann writes this conflicting
existence of the writer in his short novel “Tonio Kroger”.

Under such circumstances the relation between christian tradition and litera-
ture is not so simple as in the Middle Ages. But one cannot say the biblical tra-
ditien is not important to the imodern literature any more. It has still the essen-
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cial significance in many masterpieces of modern writers and poets. It not only
provides materials for the works, but also gives the “raison d’étre” of the works.
It can be said that the precise knowledge of the biblical tradition is indispensable

for the deeper understanding of the european literature.
P. Verlaine and Catholicism

P. Verlaine, one of the most popular french poet in Japan, is known chiefly as
a lyric and sentimental poet or a typical “décadent”. It is not so widely known
and evaluated that he is the author of “Sagesse”, a collection of poems which were
born through his conversion. The religious" poems in this anthology are criticized
to be monotonous and tedious by one of representative japanese students of french
literature on the one hand, but on the other hand this anthology is said to be a
Pascal sung in poetry, or a revival of what has been forgotten since the Renais-
sance and he is said to he the most significant poet whom the cathlic church has
found since that time. “Sagesse” with its deep religiousness is a radical critique
against the culture of the mature age called “fin de siécle”, and also a critique
against the main artistic current of the age, "l'art pour l'art”.

F. Mauriac and the biblical tradition

F. Mauriac is called a catholic writer, not because he seeks materials in Ca-
tholicism, nor because he writes for the sake of the church, but because his cre-
ative activity is fundamentaly sustained by christian faith. He has two eyes, one
is that of a modern writer, and the other of a pious heliever. As a modern writer
he lays bare thoroughly the actuality of a human being like many other writers
But what gives him his deep insight into human nature and his unique depiction
of it, is his faith. In his novel “Thérése Desqueyroux” he attempts to describe the
same theme with Pascal in a form of novel, namely “I'homme sans Dieu”. He
believes, just as Pascal, that the depiction of the blindness and misery of a
human being makes clear the light of grace of God in the same time.

_W. Goethe and the biblical tradition

W. Goethe is said to have been called “the great heretic” by his Con]patrlots
It is right to say that he is not a pious christian. But his lifework “Faust” carmot
be fully understood without the precise knowledge of the biblical tradition. The
use of the biblical tradition in this work is not only for the sake of material use,
but for the illumination of the subject of the work. The cooperation of the classi-
cal and the biblical tradition in the genius of Goethe gives birth to the master~
piece in which actuality and reality of a human being is distinctively sculptured:



