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Action-oriented Research to Solve Issues in a Developing Country :
Quality Improvement of Rice Liquor Produced in Rural Areas of Cambodia
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Shinshu University

Summary

Least developed countries (LDCs) are categorized as the poorest areas among developing countries,
which are suffering from serious issues of poverty, particularly in rural areas where majority of the
population live and depend highly on the primary industry for their livelihoods. Although agricultural and
rural development plays significantly important roles in their development and poverty alleviation,
agriculture has been characterized by low productivity and value, which are the main factors for low
incomes in the rural areas. Many studies examining issues in rural areas of developing countries have
produced suggestions as to how to solve these problems. However, those suggestions have been seldom
incorporated in developmental activities. The results of these studies, obtained by analysis of collected
data, were not practical or concrete enough to be utilized in real activities in the areas. The role of the
action-oriented approaches for studies on rural issues has been more important for solving the real
problems faced by people in developing countries. This study introduces a series of action research to
solve the issues of agro-processing in rural areas of Cambodia, one of the least developed countries. The
study focused on the traditional rice liquor production, which has faced low profitability and deficit
operation, while other agro-processing contributed to household incomes in rural areas. The study
implemented field researches to identify the factors of low profitability and deficit operation and to
hypothesize solutions through analyzing the economic status of rice liquor farmers. Thereafter, the study
put hypothesized solutions into action with rice liquor farmers and evaluated the results. Several actions
and evaluations were conducted until the issues were resolved. The action research included the implemen-
tation of trial production to modify the production techniques for quality improvement of the rice liquor
and technical training to disseminate the modified techniques to the rice liquor farmers in targeted areas.
The study resulted in increasing the incomes of farmers through productivity enhancements and added

value based on quality improvements through modified techniques. These results indicated the
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effectiveness of the action-oriented research for solving the issues in the targeted areas. The findings,
knowledge, and experiences gained through conducting action research could contribute to the develop-

ment of other areas where people are facing similar issues.

Key words : action research, rice liquor, quality improvement, value addition, rural development





