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Ch’ing diplomatic policy in respect to the old Ming
tributaries (1644-1840)

by

Yasufumi Toyooka

Since the latter half of the 1990s, academic works on the wide differences between the
commerce-controlling systems of the Ming and Ch’'ing dynasties have questioned the validity
of the tributary system theory of the Ming and Ch’ing periods. Describing the Ch’ing as a
simple successor to the Ming is difficult nowadays. This article re-examines the Ch’ing
diplomatic keynote for the surrounding countries of the old Ming dynasty.

The Ch’ing inherited the Ming territory and the ceremonious Ming protocol of tributary
relations with the surrounding tributaries. The underlying tone of the Ch’ing central govern-
ment’s diplomatic policy was to maintain the international situation that prevailed during and
after the late Ming period. After the surrender of the Zheng family in Taiwan, no diplomatic
problem required the Ch’ing to intervene abroad. The exception was the dispatch of troops
to Burma and Annam by the Ch’ing local authorities in the 18th century; however, the Ch’ing
central government essentially restrained the military intervention of these local authorities
in the surrounding countries.

The Ch’ing non-interventionist diplomatic policy in respect to its southeastern neighbours
was based on the stability of the international situation during the late Ming period. Borders
between the Ming territory and surrounding countries were internationally recognised since
the late Ming period, and maintenance of the international situation of the late Ming period
was the best security measure for the Ch’ing southeastern periphery. It was necessary to
secure the safety of the old Ming territory for the Ch’ing because they faced a fierce rivalry
from the Dzungar on their northwestern boundary.

In conclusion, the Confucian words such as ‘tribute’ (8i&) and ‘Middle Kingdom’ (1
) that had formerly illustrated the historical international relations of China with its
surrounding countries are irrelevant while explaining Ch’ing diplomatic policies before the
two opium wars.



