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Development of a System for Recommending Graded Readers based on Estimates of
Degree of Difficulty

RUZICKA, David
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This research project entailed first measuring students® ability to read fluently
and then using the results of that assessment to determine a book®s level of difficulty.First, in order
to measure the students® reading ability, we developed an e-book viewer that could measure the students”
reading speeds in real time and an online test of reading fluency. Subsequently, by making practical use
of this system and gathering data, we confirmed that it was possible to measure students® ability to read
fluently.By using students’ personal opinions and without having to rely on the standardized categories
of degree of difficulty provided by publishers, we were able to determine a book" s level of difficulty
on the basis of a unified standard.
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A LESSON IN LOVE

Joe and Delia were students. They both loved Art.
They both lived for Art!

Joe had always loved painting pictures. At the age
of twenty, he had left his family’s home in Kansas and
he had come to New York City. He had very little
money, but he was very ambitious.

‘One day, I'll be a famous artist,” he always said.
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