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Summary

To promote the cultivation and use of a wild medicinal plant, chousen-gomishi (Schisandra

chinensis), the habitat and growth characteristics of wild stands were characterized in the fall fruiting

season in 2016 in Nagano Prefecture, central Japan. After searching for stands of S. chinensis, three
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study sites were selected in Minami-aiki Village (1130 m above sea level (asl)), Hara Village (1600 m asl)
and Ina City (1050 m asl) in areas dominated by larch forest. As a result of this altitudinal range,
significant differences were observed in vine height (<2 m) and basal diameter (<5 mm) among sites. No
fruit was produced by the plants in Ina City. The height at fruiting was 104.0 £30.2 cm in Minami-aiki
Village and 54.3 +15.1 cm in Hara Village. In these villages, vine height, but not basal diameter, was
significantly correlated with the number of fruit clusters and the number of berries per individual (r =0.64
to 0.68). It is considered that S. chinensis would recover and reproduce relatively rapidly after forest
clearance or undergrowth removal, as this species can bloom and set fruit when plants are small. In

addition, S. chinensis would likely set fruit relatively soon after planting.

Key words : Schisandra chinensis, Fructification, Growth property, Vine, Basal diameter



