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Bridging the Gap Between Moral Judgment and Moral
Motivation on the Basis of the Cognitive Moral Development
Theory and Freud's Psychoanalytic Theory:
Theoretical and Practical Design with the Concept of Conflict

TANAKA Satoshi Faculty of Education, Shinshu University

Key Words: cognitive moral development theory, psychoanalytic theory, conflict between

morality and immorality

ABSTRACT

In this article, a process model comprising four morality phases that were defined by the government
office Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in Japan is proposed.
Furthermore, the article endeavors to bridge the gap between the moral judgment phase and the moral
motivation phase of the model. While the cognitive moral development (CMD) theory describes the
moral judgment phase in terms of a moral dilemma, the present author describes the moral motivation
phase in terms of the Freudian explanations of conflict between morality and immorality, and attempts
to show that both the CMD theory and the psychoanalytic theory can collaborate in complementarily
supporting the process model of morality. Teaching plans and worksheets were designed and provided

for the practice of moral education in both morality phases.
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