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Summary

Hashibami (Corylus heterophylla Fisch. ex Besser), a Japanese wild hazel species producing edible

nuts, is expected to become a local product for sale. As a baseline for the study of hashibami, intraspecific
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variation in aboveground growth and nut size were surveyed. Two strains (Nobeyama and Kakasu) from
Nagano Prefecture were employed, and field surveys and measurements of nut morphology were
conducted in each habitat. Trees of the Nobeyama strain had a thin diameter and were short (around
1-cm diameter at breast height and 2-m height) with a single trunk. They grew on flat land and produced
few but large nuts (approximately one nut per infructescence with 15-mm diameter). Conversely, trees of
the Kakasu strain had far thicker diameter and were taller (around 8-cm diameter and 7- to 8-m height),
forming many trunks on the tops of slopes, and produced fecund but small nuts (around 4 nuts per
infructescence with 11-mm diameter). Significant differences were observed in the sizes of both
aboveground growth and nuts between the two strains. These results were considered to be suitable for
sale and for selection of superior strains or to establish a method of cultivation, regardless of whether the

differences are derived from genetic or environmental variation.

Key words : hashibami (Corylus heterophylla Fisch. ex Besser), nut, aboveground growth, difference

between strains



