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‘New Book on Japan’

Los Angeles Herald Sunday Supplement, January 1, 1905, p.6.

A figure of unique interest is Mr. Okakura-Kakuzo, a native of Japan, ranked as
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the highest authority living on oriental archaeology and art, now connected with the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts. There will be special and peculiar interest, too, in the new
book by this Japanese authority, “The Awakening of Japan,” issued by the Century
company last week. Mr. Okakura-Kakuzo was born in the year 1863. Having been, as he
has said, “from early youth found of old things,” after leaving college in 1880 he
interested in himself in the formation of clubs and societies for archaeological research.

In 1886 this scholarly young enthusiast was sent to America and Europe as a
commissioner to report on western art education. On returning he organized the
Imperial Art School of Tokio, of which he was made director. He was also one of the chief
organizers, and is still a member, of the archaeological commission, whose duty it is to
study, classify and preserve the ancient architecture the archives of the monasteries and
all specimens of ancient art.

Okakura, was naturally one of the promotors of the reactionary movement against
the wholesale introduction of western art and manners. This movement was carried by
the starting of periodicals and clubs devoted to the preservation of the old life of Japan
— the work being carried on also in the field of literature and the drama.

In 1898 he resigned the directorship of the Imperial Art School at Tokio, having
had some difference with the educational authorities in the matter of the course
instruction to be pursued therein. Nearly one-half of the faculty resigned at the same
time and started in a suburb of Tokio a private academy called Nippon Bijitsuin. Here
are kept up ancient traditions of native art.

Simultaneously with the foundation of this school of instruction a number of
prominent painters of the national school of art in various parts of the country organized
the Society of Japanese Painters, of which the president is Prince Nijyo, the head of the
Fujiwara family and uncle of the crown princess, Okakura being elected vice president.

“The Awakening of Japan,” like the author’s earlier book, “The Ideals of the East,”
1s not a translation, but was written by its Japanese author originally in English. It
answers, it is said, the question now uppermost in the finds of western observes: From
what sources are drawn the intellectual and moral qualities which have enabled the
present generation of statesmen, citizens, soldiers and sailors and an able emperor, to

enter suddenly, as a first-class, liberal power, into the company of nations?

(B2 [E—=2T - O¥—FI-FUoF-—)I] # WIBRELEEHER]
Vassar College Commencement
Morning Journal and courier (New Haven [Conn.]), June 22, 1882, p.4.
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The following extract will be of great interest to many of our readers, as the young
Japanese lady referred to, Miss Stematz Yamakawa of Tokio, Japan, was for several
years a member of the household of the late Dr. Bacon and intimately acquired with a
large number of our prominent families:

The nest address was the most interesting of the whole series, being by Miss
Stemaz Yamakawa of Tokio, Japan, on “British Policy toward Japan”. She was elegantly
dressed in a silk costume from her native country, richly embroidered in that gorgeous
style which some of our aesthetic people try to imitate, but don’t, and her address was
an eloquent plea for the independent nationality of Japan. The selfish policy of England
in all her dealings with the peoples of the East was described and denounced in severe
terms. Behind the ostensible wish for the spread of Christianity and civilization is a
desire to subject everything to the interest of British trade, and if this cannot be
accomplished otherwise, to reduce Japan to British control, and make it the youngest
sister of India, Cyprus and the Transvaal. She explained the effect of the rule of extra
territorial jurisdiction, as established by the treaties, under which a British subject in
any of the porta opened to trade is entirely independent of Japanese law, and only under
the jurisdiction of a British Secretary of Legation. The government wishes to throw the
whole country open to the commerce of the world, but if it does so it opens all to British
law, and becomes powerless to protect itself and its people. The effect of the present policy
was described as ruinous to Japan, and the speaker said that if it were carried further,
and the attempt were made to extend British power, there were countrymen of hers who
would resist to the last drop to their blood, and would never cease to straggle for an
independent national existence. Her address was frequently interrupted by
demonstrations of approval, and when she closed the applause was loud and long

continued.
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