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A Review of the Studies on Teachers’ Learning and Development:
Focusing on Teachers’ Knowledge Acquisition

SHIMADA Nozomi: Faculty of Education, Shinshu University

This paper reviews the studies on teachers’ learning and development from the perspectives of
teachers’” knowledge acquisition. Traditional studies focused on what teachers need to know. In
contrast the recent studies focused on what teachers know and showed the characteristics of teachers’
knowledge. Through the story, the narrative, and the discourse approaches, these studies show that
teachers’ practical knowledge is closely related to their personal experiences and belief.

However, little was known about the methods with which teachers form their knowledge.
Therefore, this paper further reviews the studies on the concrete methods that teachers have used in
learning. The findings show that narrative approach which includes storytelling is effective for
teachers’ reflection and learning. Examining teacher knowledge acquisition and growth from the

perspective of collaborative learning with other teachers is recommended for future research.
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