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Considerations for conducting in-person practical field trainings for students during the
COVID-19 pandemic

Teruo Arase
Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

Summary

The COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 accelerated the introduction of online lessons in many university
lecture classes. However, in-person lessons are necessary for practical training in field courses. Measures
for preventing infection, management of teaching, educational effects and other issues were examined for
two courses taught in the Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University: ‘practice for wild plants taxonomy
and ecology' and ‘basic training for field science of agriculture and forestry'. Results of achievement tests
and questionnaires regarding the class suggested that the students were attracted to the field trainings
and had positive attitudes toward participating after a long period of school closure and practicing self-
restraint in daily activities. Issues encountered included limitation in the duration of field training, and
teachers had little time to take photographs to record class activities. Reviewing and improving the classes
will be needed in order to maintain the desire and enthusiasm of students for hands-on learning

experiences.

Key words: COVID-19 pandemic, Prevention of infection, Practical training for students in field courses, In-

person lessons, Educational effect



