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The myth of Prince of Nan-Song (F§5K)

Unoxa Masashi

The Nan-Song Zhi-zhuan (F5REfR) is a novel on the founding of the Bei-Song (It
dynasty. This title has puzzled us. Many scholars believe that “Nan-Song” is an abbreviation of
“Prince of Nan-Song”, because the Fei-long Quan-zhuan (RE£{E) tells that Zhao Kuang-Yin
(REE ) was Prince of Nan—Sbng and founded the Bei-Song dynasty later. The‘§ say the Fei-long
Quan-zhuan is based on the same early ping-hua (GE§8) that went into the making of the Nan
-Song Zhi-zhuan.

The author dose not share this view. There are two reasons. One is that the Fei-long Quan
-zhuan is based on the Nan-Song Zhi-zhuan, and neither historical work, novel nor drama before
the Fei-long Quan-zhuan says Zhao Kuang-yin was Prince of Nan-Song. Another reason is that
the title in the old text is not the Nan-Song Zhi-zhuan but the Nan-Bei-Song Zhuan (F§ibsRE).

This title is a kind of sensational advertisement, such as the Quan-Han Zhi-zhuan (£3i%
{&) and the Tang-shu Zhi-zhuan (##&1z), though it also contains a part we now rega{rd as the
Bei-Song Zhi~zuhan ({t5R#EE) or the story of the Yang family (B5%4$). Afterwards, the first
half was called the Nan-Song Zhi-zhuan, and the second half was called the Bei-Song Zhi-zhuan.
The myth of Prince of Nan-Song was originated here. '



