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On Declarative Final Particles and
Imperative Final Particles in
Matsumoto Dialect Analyzed by
Speech Discourse Theory

Oki, Hiroko

The purpose of this paper is to consider the final particle
in Matsumoto dialect from the viewpoint of morphology, syn-
tax and discourse and to describe it systematically. The method
employed in this research is based on synchronous discourse
theory.

First, the author indicates that there are two types of predi-
cate in the final position of the sentence with rising intonation:
the conclusive form, which signals an interrogatory mood; and
an adverbial functioning as an imperative form, which signals
not an interrogatory but an imperative mood.

Second, the author describes the two types of final particle
found in Matsumoto dialect: i) Declarative final particles, with
a rising intonation at the end of the sentence, which signal an
interrogatory mood at the discourse level; and ii) Imperative
final particles, also with a rising intonation at the end of the sen-
tence, which signal not an interrogatory but an imperative mood
at the discourse level.

From the above, it follows that the mood system of final par-
ticles is similar or parallel to the mood system of predicate words
such as verbs which occur in the final position of a sentence.
Previous studies did not focus on the final particle mood system
in this way, but on the fact that final particles have two types of

mood in their syntagmatic meanings.

Keywords: Morphology, Syntax, Discourse, Word, Mood system,
Intonation



