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An Initial Record of Orchid Damage by Asian Black Bear

Akiko Takn® and Rumiko Nagasurra ™™

*Shinshu University Institute for Mountain Science

“*Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute, Tsukuba

Summary

We examined the damage to cymbidiums by an Asian black bear (Ursus thibetanus), which occurred

for the first time in the Kamiina region of Nagano Prefecture in August 2021. The bear invaded the

greenhouses and fed on 200-300 pots of cymbidiums in one night. The bear mainly fed on the cymbidium

valves. Carbon and nitrogen stable isotope analysis of hairs and faecal contents of bears collected near the

greenhouses indicated that individuals using the site were feeding on fish from an adjacent fish farm.

Nutritional analysis of the cymbidium valves indicated that they had a relatively high sugar content. We

assume that the bear that visited the adjacent fish farm accidentally entered the greenhouses, and as a

result, the bear recognized them as forage and caused great damage.

Key Words: carbon and nitrogen stable isotope, cymbidium, orchids, Ursus thibetanus, wildlife damage





