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Current Status of On-farm Seed Saving of ‘Kaida kabu’, a Local Turnip Variety in
Nagano Prefecture, Japan
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Summary

A field survey was conducted at Kaida Kogen, Kiso-machi, Kiso-gun, Nagano Prefecture, Japan to
investigate the on-farm seed saving farmers and their seed saving field of the local turnip variety ‘Kaida
kabu'. The results showed that 42 farmers produdce seeds, and the average number of seed plants in their
fields was 20.7. Of the total, 925% had less than 16 plants, 70.0% had less than 10 plants, and 7.5% had
more than 100 plants. The location of the seed fields revealed the existence of genetic exchange between
neighboring seed saving fields, and interviews revealed the existence of genetic exchange between seed
saving farmers. Another different turnip strain, ‘Pink kabu’, was recognized and maintained among a small
number of farmers. Its morphological characteristics were sought to be elucidated. Although many farmers
still produce seeds of ‘Kaida kabu’, the number of farmers is expected to decrease near future due to the
aging of the seed saving farmers. To maintain and conserve genetic diversity, it is considered effective to
raise awareness of seed-saving practices, such as refraining from cultivating different turnip varieties in the

region.

Keywords: traditional vegetable variety, Brassica rapa var. rapa, on-farm seed saving farmers, conservation,

genetic diversity





