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Abstract

Recently a special emphasis has been placed on the importance of English education and
producing globally-competitive human resources, but English proficiency of the Japanese college
students has deteriorated in reality. Judging from the current state of affairs, it might be better for
the Japanese college students to take more English classes in order to improve their ability in
English, but considering the requirements necessary to complete their curriculum, they find it
harder to learn more English in classroom than they do now because of the time constraint. In this
paper we will introduce the modular-style teaching materials which are offered on the e-learning
system called e-Alps platform we are using at Shinshu University and argue that they enable the
students to learn English outside classroom in order to overcome the problem of limited learning
hours in English classroom. These materials are posted on e-Alps and our students can download
them freely. We especially focus on the material concerning the English preposition at in this paper
because English prepositions are generally considered to be difficult to handle for EFL students and
argue for the advantages of adopting this kind of material in English education for Japanese college
students.
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