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Maintenance of forest roads conducted as practical training for students

Teruo Arase, Hiroaki SHIRAsAWA, Hajime KoBayasHi, Wataru KINOSHITA,
Yukio Nomizo and Toshinobu SAKAI

Education and Research Center of Alpine Field Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University
Summary

In Terasawayama Research Forest of the Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University, it is difficult to
find the time and personnel required for maintenance due to the diversified efforts of managers toward
timber production, education, research, and social contributions. Thus, maintenance of forest roads,
including dredging of draining equipment, leveling road surfaces, and mowing the shoulder, was conducted
in 2018 through practical training of students. As a result, dredging and leveling of the road surface were
conducted for 320 m, and mowing was conducted for 680 m. The work was completed by 31 people in
around 180 minutes. According to the reports by students, over 90% described aspects of the work itself
(e.g., hard work, necessity of mechanization), 46% described the significance of forest road management (e.g.,
a real feeling of significance, necessity of more efficient methods), and 46% described an enhanced interest
in science or technology (e.g., flood control, erosion control, design of forest road). Consequently, the

practical training of students provided many of the benefits of field education.

Key words: Terasawayama Research Forest, Practical training for students, Forest road, Dredging,

Mowing



