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Original Article

Developing a Reading and Writing Task and Reading Writing
Support Needs Scale for Students in Higher Education

Tomone TAKAHASHI' and Ene MITANI?

! Shinshu University
2 Aichi Total Health Care Center

Japanese Journal of Higher Education and Disability, 1(1), 1-12,2019

Abstract: A questionnaire measuring difficulties in reading and writing for students in higher education was developed
in order to assess academic support needs among students who might have unidentified specific learning disorders. The
ninety-three-item self-report rating scale consists of six subscales: current (higher education) and past (elementary school
days) difficulties in reading, writing, and other academic skills including memory, calculation, and speaking. A reading
and writing task was also developed to evaluate students' reading and writing speed and accuracy. This task consisted of
silent reading speed, non-word reading, and writing speed (copying sentences and random word series). One hundred and
one university students (53 males and 48 females, mean age = 21.5, SD = 1.4) participated in this study, and 26 of them
were measured twice for test-retest reliability. Test-retest reliabilities of 6 subscales ranged from .84 to .95 and
Cronbach's alpha for 6 subscales ranged from 80 to 92. Test-retest reliabilities of reading and writing speed ranged
from .80 to .92. The reading and writing subscales showed weak to moderate correlations with reading and writing tasks
(--25 to -.60) while other academic skills subscales showed only weak correlations with writing and non-word reading
tests (-.22 to -.35) and no correlation with silent reading test (-.03 and -.15). The results suggested that the support needs
scales in reading and writing and the reading and writing task are promising measures for students with reading and

writing difficulties in higher education.

Key words: reading, writing, support needs, scale development
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