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Schubert’s “Ave Maria” is a song of Elle-
n's prayer in the poem “The Lady of the
Lake” ‘while conventional “Ave Maria”

is the liturgical poem in the Catholic Mas-
s written in Latin. This specificity of Sc-
hubert's “Ave Maria” motivates our ana-
lysis of this song from a singer’s viewpo-
int. By investigaﬁng the story, religiou-
s backgound and historical aspect, we s-
how how the development of the poem i-
s reflected into this strophic style song a-
nd propose an interpretation of this son-

g for singing in public performance.
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Ave Maria! maiden mild !

Listen to a maiden’s prayer !

Thou canst hear though from the wild,
Thou canst save amid despair.

Safe may we sleep beneath thy care,
Though banish’s, outcast, and reviled;
Maiden! hear a maiden’s prayer;
Mother, hear a suppliant child!

Ave Maria!
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Ave Maria! Jungfrau mild,

Erhore einer Jungfrau Flehen,

Aus diesem Felsen starr und wild
Soll mein Gebet zu dir hinwehen.

Wir schlafen sicher bis zum Mor|[gen],

Ob Menschen noch so grausam sind.

O, Jungfrau, sieh der Jungfrau Sor[gen],
O Mutter, hér ein bittend Kind !
Ave Maria!
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V1. Ellens Gesang III: Hymne an die Jungfrau
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