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Song activity study of forest birds in Otanomosu plateau, Nagano Pref.: a base for long-term
monitoring. Reiko KUROSAWA!, Mutsuyuki UETA! & Kaoru SAITO? (*Japan Bird Research Associa-
tion, 1-29-9 Sumiyoshi, Fuchu, Tokyo 183-0034, Japan, 2Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, 5-1-5
Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa-shi, Chiba 277-8563, Japan). Bulletin of the Institute of Nature Education in
Shiga Heights, Shinshu University 50 : 7-11 (2013).

We conducted a preliminary study for long-term monitoring of bird songs in a cool-temperate
mixed forest of Shiga, Nagano Pref. to clarify the daily and seasonal patterns of singing activities.
The bird songs were recorded by the automatic recording equipments installed at the Otanomosu
Plateau (1600m asl) and two sites in Chichibu area (1000m asl), Saitama Pref. and distributed through
the internet. We started listening 30 minutes before sunrise and continued for 90 minutes every three
days from April 1 to June 30, 2012. Listening to the recorded songs, we analyzed the level of song
activities by the minute for each species. The seasonal song activities were classified into two types,
namely “contiguous” and “one-peak period” ones. In Chichibu sites, “two-peak period” type was
observed which was not clearly noticeable in Shiga. The daily activities, on the other hand, included
“contiguous”, “dawn”, “sunrise” and “late-morning” types. The long-and short-distance migrants of
the Shiga study site started to sing 6 and 18 days later respectively than those of the Chichibu study
site. We could not determine when the resident species started to sing, however, because they had
already begun to sing when we started this study. The level of singing activities generally declined as
time passed after sunrise or the breeding season advanced in the Chichibu site, while few daily and
seasonal fluctuations were detected in the level of singing activities in the Shiga site. The difference
of song activity levels between the study sites would be attributed to the local bird species composi-
tion.
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