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A Case Study on Quality Improvement of Medical Education
at a Chinese Graduate School with Special Reference to
Participatory Community Medicine

Ning WEI
Department of Public Health, Shinshu University School of Medicine
(Director : Prof. Nobuhiro MARUCHI)

Objectives: The present study was carried out to identify the theory and practice of “health culture
studies” through an educational seminar at Hebei Medical University, China with particular reference to
community care involving community participation.

Methods ;: Based on a holistic approach for common problem solving, an educational norm for the
“community approach” was proposed, under which practical and research norms were introduced as hypotheti-
cal frameworks for the present study. In order to identify the effectiveness of the study hypothesis, a three-
full-day seminar was organized for 41 graduate students of medicine.

Results and Discugsion: The present participatory action research made it possible to study the process
and outcome of the seminar from the viewpoint of community care/medicing. It was shown through the
seminar that the systematic introduction of four subjects such as preventive medicine, integrated medicine,
HIV/AIDS prevention and preventive epidemiology was efficient and effective from the viewpoint of paradigm
normalization in community medicine. The introduction of essential quality and quality improvement was also
proved to be significant since the science and technology of medical studies are naturally involved in commom
problem solving through community participation.

Conclusion: The present study revealed the scientific feasibility of community approach for continuing
education in medical studies through the systematic use of this approach and preventive epidemiology for
common problem solving in the present era of coexistence, Shinshu Med J 46 : 249—264, 1998
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