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Two Cases of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Occurring
in Prone Sleeping Position
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Two cases of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) were reported. The first was a 45-day-old boy and the
second a 78-day-old girl. Both cases were found dead in the prone position and in night. The first case died
in July 1991, He had had the sniffles for a few days, but his general condition seemed to be good. His father
noticed at 1 am that the infant showed no signs of respiration. He was not revived by cardiorespiratory
resuscitation in the hospital. At autopsy, small amounts of fibrinous substance and many migrated macro-
phages were seen in the alveoli of the lungs. A few glomeruli showed necrotic foci in various degrees.
Immaturity of organ development was seen as intrahepatic hematopoiesis, and some thymus tissue remained
in the thyroid. No pathological changes were observed in the brain, heart, pancreas or adrenal glands both of
which weighed 2g. The second case had a history of one brief episode of apnea 4 days after birth but thereafter
she had developed well. She had suffered from a slight cold for a few days. She was found dead at 4 am by
her mother in February 1992. Both cases were examined by the police, who found a few petechiae on the ocular
conjunctiva, and concluded that the direct cause of death was suffocation. Shinshu Med | 42 : 591—595, 1994
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