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Thoracoscopic Treatment for Spontaneous Pneumothorax

Hideki Ni1sHIMURA, Kunitaka KATO, Masahisa MIYAZAWA
Tamaki TAKANO, Akira MURAMATSU and Hiroaki ODAJIMA
Department of Surgery, Kofu City Hospilal

We reported 5 cases of spontaneous pneumothorax treated with an autosuture (MULTIFIRE ENDO GIA
30 ®) under the thoracoscopic guidance. Under general anesthesia and mechanical ventilation of one lung, a
thoracoscope was inserted into the thoracic cavity and the partial resection of the lung was performed with
this autosuture. The postoperative course in 4 young men who had bullae limited to the apex of the lung was
uneventful, and they were discharged 3 to 4 days after operation without afterpain. In the remainimg case, who
was a 60-yeaf-old man with multiple bullae all over the upper lobe, air leakage lasted for 3 weeks and
contralateral spontaneous pneumothorax occurred on the tenth day after the operation. Thoracoscopic lung
resection is safe and effective in treating spontaneous pneumothorax due to bullae. Shinshu Med ] 41: 423

—428, 1993
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