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Age-related Changes in the Human Trabecular Meshwork

Takaharu MIYAZAWA
Department of Ophthalmology, Shinshu University School of Medicine
(Director : Prof. Katsuzo SEGAWA)

Tissue from 8 eyes, ranging in age from 6 to 70 years, was used for qualitative and quantitative

morphalogical study of age-related changes in the human trabecular meshwork.

In the corneoscleral meshwork, a progressive thickening of the trabecular sheets, which consisted of

thickening of basement membrane, extension of collagen fibril bundles and accumulation of long-spacing fibers,

and a narrowing of the intertrabecular spaces due to cellular fusion occurred with age.

In the endothelial meshwork, there was a change in the character of the extracellular materials with an

increase in the deposition of elastic fiber sheath materials and a decrcase in the basement membrane-like,
amorphous materials from the third decade onwards. Shinshu Med J 41 : 291—303, 1993

(Recewed for publication December 17, 1992)
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