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An Autopsy Case of Multiple Sclerosis with Marked Atrophy
of Cerebral White Matter after 16 years' Course
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An autopsy case of multiple sclerosis (MS) in a 39-year-old woman is reported.

She first complained of visual disturbance at 23 years of age, and various neurological signs
and symptoms suggesting multiple lesions in the central nervous system appeared with remi-
ssions and exacerbations during the following 16 years. ThelgG content of the cerebrospinal fluid
was constantly elevated. For the last 5 years of her life, the patient was almost in the vegetative
state.

At autopsy, cerebral atrophy was marked (brain weight ; 880g) and histopathological exami-
nation demonstrated multifocal demyelination in the central nervous system. Among the many
demyelinated sites, the cerebral white matter was the most seriously affected and there was an
associated loss of axons.

This rare case corresponds to typical MS in Western countries, and the long course of 16
years might have induced the marked atrophy of cerebral white matter, Shinshu Med, J., 38 :
285—292, 1990
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