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Clinical Considerations of Breast Cancer not Diagnosed
by the Non-invasive Diagnostic Methods
at the First Detailed Examination

Yasuo KOIKE, Shin-ichi TSucHIYA, Jutaro ONO
and Yuzo MARUYAMA
Nagano Cancer Center

Breast diseases have been diagnosed collectively by a combination of various supplemental
diagnostic methods (mammography, xeroradiography, ductography, ultrasonic echography,aspi-
ration biopsy cytology, exfoliative cytology) in the Nagano Cancer Center. During the last 3
years and 3 months, 178 cases of breast cancer were detected at our center. Nineteen (10.7%)
of these cases were not diagnosed as breast cancer at the first examination by non-invasive
diagnostic methods. Five of 7 patients whose cancer was detected by surgical biopsy had a
small mass less than 2.0 cm in diameter. The histological typés in the 7 cases were invasive
papillotubular carcinoma (3 cases), scirrhous carcinoma (3 cases), or invasive solid-tubular carci-
noma (1 case). :

Six of 12 patients whose cancer was detected in a follow-up examination had an induration
more than 4.1 cm in diameter. The histological types in the 12 cases were non-invasive ductal
carcinoma (2 cases), invasive papillotubular carcinoma (5 cases), scirrhous carcinoma (3 cases),
or invasive lobular carcinoma (2 cases). Nine of the 12 cases were not diagnosed as breast
cancer until after a long period of 4 months or more. These cases are reported and some dia-
gnostic problems are discussed. We emphagize that aspiration biopsy cytology and frozen sec-
tions will become the most important diagnostic methods for the detection of early breast
cancer. Shinshu Med. J., 86 :887—849, 1988

(Received for publication November 12, 1987)

Key words : breast cancer, detailed examination, diagnosis, non-invasive examination,
surgical biopsy
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