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Experience in the Treatment for Cicatricial Alopecia Using Tissue Expander
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Takeshi HIROSED and Shinpei OMODAKAZ2
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For the treatment of alopecia many surgical methods, such as flaps, serial excision and hair-
bearing free grafts, have been reported. However, the results obtained from these methods
are not always satisfactory. We treated two cases with extensive cicatricial alopecia using tissue
expander, obtaining satisfactory results.

Case 1. a 5-year old boy, with cicatricial alopecia after a dog-bite, was treated by the tissue-
expansion method using 2 expanders. Progress was satisfactory at all stages.

Case 2; a 10-year old girl with alopecia as a result of burns was also treated in the same way.
During the course of treatment hepatic dysfunction appeared and the treatment was disconti-
nued, resulting in insufficient expansion because of fibrous adhesion surrounding the expander.
However, it was sufficient for practical purposes.

This method is tehnically simple, and will supersede other surgical methods for treating
alopecia, Shinshu Med. J., 85 :618—618, 1987
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