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Treatment of Deformed Nose in Cleft Lip Repair
—Qur Experiences and New Nonsurgical Correction in the Early Neonate—

Kiyoshi MATSUOD, Takeshi HIROSED, Tetsutaro OTAGIRI®,
Noboru NOROSE® and Seiji YOKONISHIZ

1) Unit of Plastic Surgery, Shinshu University Hospital
2) National Matsumoto Hospital ’

Various methods for cleft repair with cleft lip nose correction have been used for over
twenty years but satisfactory results were not obtained for the deformed nose. This is mainly
due, we suppose, to the elasticity and hardness of the alar cartilage.

Recently we found that auricular cartilage is soft and plastic 111 the early neonatal period
and that congenital deformities are easily corrected nonsurgically. Both auricular and alar carti-
lage are elastic cartilage, and there is therefore a fair possibility of nonsurgical correction of the
cleft lip nasal deformity in this period.

Our results in cleft lip repair with deformed nose correction in early neonates are excellent.
When, for some reason, an immediate operation cannot be performed in the early neonate, it
is possible to correct the cleft lip nose first by using a nostril retainer, and then do the cleft
lip repair at usual three month period.

We emphasize that a team well-trained and experienced in neonates should treat developed
and healthy neonates for safe operations. Shinshu Med. ]., 34 :575—585,1986
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