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A Case of Ectopic HCG Producing Lung Cancer
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A case of ectopic HCG (human chorionic gonadotropin) producing lung cancer is reported. A
59-year-old man visited a hospital because of the sudden occurrence of headache, nausea and vomit-
ing., His brain CT revealed abnormal shadows in the left cerebellum, He was transferred to our
hospital for further examination. He had developed a tempordl skin tumor two months before
the onset of the complaints, and an obstinate cough had appeared one month previously, At that
time there were abnormal shadows on the chest X-ray. Bilateral gynecomastia was found in the
physical examination on admission. Urine gonadotropin was positive and serum levels of both
HCG and HCG-g-subunit were abnormally raised, A pathological diagnosis of ectopic HCG pro-
ducing lung cancer with metastasis to head, skin and brain was made. He was given doxorubicin
hydrochloride with no effect and died. Autopsy revealed extensive metastases of lung cancer. En-
zyme-linked immnohistochemical staining for HCG on the lung and metastatic abnormal tumors

was positive.
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