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Contralateral Intracerebral Hemorrhage and DIC Syndrome
Following Aneurysm Surgery

Yoji OHHIGASHIV, Fukuo NAKAGAWA2), Yasuko SUGITA®
and Shigeaki KOBAYASHID

1) Department of Neurosurgery, Shinshu University School of Medicine
2) Department of Neurosurgery, Aizawa Hospital

The authors report a rare case of contralateral intracerebral hematoma after an aneurysm
operation,

A 72-year-old man was admitted to our department because of right occulomotor palsy and
retinal hemorrhage ; the former was considered to be due to a right IC-PcomA aneurysm and the
latter to hypertention, He had had a gastrectomy 2 years earlier for an early gastric cancer,

The operation itself was uneventful, Recovery of consciousness after the operation was slow
and slight right hemiparesis was noted, Emergency CT scan taken 3 hours after operation revealed
a wedge-shaped hematoma in the left frontal lobe, contralateral to the site of operation. Coagula-
tion study showed a reduction of platelet and fibrinogen count and an increase of FDP, which
were compatible with DIC,

The etiology of DIC and contralateral hematoma are discussed, The patient may have had a
risk factor in the form of chronic DIC related to the early gastric cancer, in which case the
operation will have triggered an acute exacerbation. As to the mechanism of the hematoma, it is
supposed that a subcortical hematoma occured incidentally in the contralateral frontal lobe on the
basis of the pre-existing vascular pathology, and that this was accelerated by the DIC. Shinshu
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Fig. 1a, 1b
la : The right transbrachial angiogram showing an aneurysm at the
right internal carotid-posterior communicating artery junction.
(arrow)
1b : The post-operative angiogram shows satisfactory clipping of the
aneurysm, '
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Fig. 2a, 2b
22 : CT scan taken 3 hours postoparatively shows a wedge-shaped hematoma in the
left frontal lobe on the side opposite to that of operation. Note that there are

no hematomas in the epi-subdural space or brain swelling at the craniotomy site.

2b : CT scan, taken 1 month postoperatively, shows that the high density area has

changed to iso-low density.
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®
Flg 3a, 3b
3a : The left carotid angiogram (oblique view) shows no residual
aneurysms in ICA, AcomA and ACAs.
3b : The left carotid angiogram (lateral view) shows no vascular

abnormalities such as arteriovenous malformation, stenosis
or obstruction.
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Fig. 4 Serial coagulation data showing DIC pattern from 2nd to 5th
postoperative days. FDP (—) means a value less than 10mg/dl.
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