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Total Gastrectomy with Partial Resection of the Lower Esophagus
by Laparotomy and Median Sternotomy

Hidemasa NoBARA, Katsuhiko ISHIZAKA, Wataru ADACHI
Kunitaka KATO, Yasunori NAKATANI, Takai KURODA
and Futoshi IIpA
Department of Surgery, Shinshu University School of Medicine

During the period from July 1981 to January 1983, total gastrectomy with partial resection
of the lower esophagus by laparotomy and median sternotomy was performed in 11 patients with
cardiac carcinoma. This is superior to ordinary approaches, such as laparotomy and thoracotomy,
in the following points : D there is no necessity to change the position of the patient, (@ the
approach can be safely used in high-risk patients, ® satisfactory exposure can be aobtained, @
dissection of the regiomal lymphonodes (No, 110, No.11l) is easy, ® anastomosis can be carried
out without difficulty., We emphasize the usefulness of median sternotomy for cardiac carcinoma
infiltrating into the lower esophagus, Shinshu Med. J., 82:166—170, 1984
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