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The present paper reports two cases of Tsutsugamushi disease encountered in Nagano pre-
.fecture. Case 1, A 61i-year-old woman. On April 24, 1981, she developed a. fever and. general
fatigue. The fever persisted at 40°C despite administration of antibiotics, and she was hospital-
ized on April 29. On admission, edematous erythemas were scattered all over the body. There
was an ulcer with a black crust on the right side of the neck. Bilateral swollen lymph nodes
were observed in the neck and armpit. Examinations revealed a decrease in blood platelets and
a rise in the serum transamylase level. The paired sera were tested by the complement fixation
test using Karp, Kato and Gilliam antigens, and both sera gave a strong positive reaction for
the Karp antigen, She was treated with minocycline and her condition improved in a week,
Case 2, A l4-yvear-old boy. On May 18, 1981, he developed a fever of 38°C. As the fever did
not subside and eruptions were breaking out all over his body despite administration of ceph-
alexin, he was hospitalized, As in Case 1, edematous erythemas of the size of the tip of the
thumb were scattered over his body. There was a vesicle in the right abdominal region. Several
lymph nodes were palpable bilaterally in the neck. Examination revealed a rise in the serum
transamylase level. The paired sera showed a remarkable increase in antibody titer with CFT
for the Karp antigen. He was treated with minocycline and in several days his con,dition im-
proved. ‘ ‘

FEighty-three inhabitants of Oshio, Miasa Village, where Case 1 lives, were tested serologi-
cally for the rickettsial infection by the indirect immunofluorescent technique. Nine (10.8%) of
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them including Case 1 were shown to have the antibody. Among them, seven had no history

of Tsutsugamushi disease-like symptoms,

suggesting that there are some ‘asymptomatic

infections among healthy inhabitants, Shinshu Med, J., 80 :245-252, 1982

(Received for publication November 13, 1981)
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