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of familial Sipple’s syndrome —A review of Japanese literature—, Shinshu Med. J., 29: 346-354,
1981

A 29-year-old woman was admitted to Kofu City Hospital in June 1977 complaining of head-
ache provoked by walking, Three years prior to admission, she had partial thyroidectomy
at the same hospital and its pathological diagnosis was medullary thyroid carcinoma. Her
mother had been diagnosed as having Sipple’s syndrome, Physical examination disclosed
paroxysmal hypertension elicited by massage on the left flank. Urinary excretion of cathecho-
lamine was elevated, Retroperitoneal pneumotomography indicated a left adrenal tumor. On
July 8, 1977, she underwent left adrenalectomy, The specimen weighed 15g. Histological
examination showed pheochromocytoma., During convalescence she still had paroxysmal hyper-
tension. Increased excretion of cathecholamine persisted. A right adrenal tumor was also found
by retrial of retroperitoneal pneumotomography. On August 19, 1977, right adrenalectomy was
performed. The specimen weighed 15g, Histology showed pheochroniocytoma, After the
operation, cathecholamine excretion returned to nmormal, She has been well on corticosteroid
replacement,

Combination of medullary thyroid carcinoma and pheochromocytoma has been referred to
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as Sipple’s syndrome and 36 cases including the present case have been reported in Japanese

literature, They were briefly reviewed,
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