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Respiratory complications after laparotomy.

During the period from 1970 to 1977, thirty four of 1380 patients (2.5%) developed atelectasis
- and pneumonia after laparotomies carried out under general anesthesia. The highest incidence of
pulmonary complications was found in age group over 70 after upper abdominal surgery.

The preoperative pulmonary evaluation and the incidence of the postoperative complications
did not show a close relation. However, the studies on pulmonary function including blood gas
.analysis can be utilized for the assessment of pulmonary problems in the earlier stage of the
complications.

It should also be emphasized that postoperative respiratory complications may be prevented
by meticulous bed-side observation and adequate preventive treatments throughout the pre- and
postoperative period, particularly in aged patients.
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