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During the 25-year period from 1953 to 1977, 312 patients with breaét cancer underwent
mastectomy in our department. Of these, four patients had a radical operation after 1 year and 10
months to 7 years 5 months following surgical biopsy of primary lesions, 3 of which were
T1aNOMOQ, Stage I and 1 was T2aNOMO, Stage II.

Three are alive at present. Postoperative survival durations of these patients are 17 years
and 7 months, 2 years and 3 months and 1 year and 9 months respectively. One patient died 2
years and 4 months after radical operation. Therefore, it may be suggested that some of papil-
lotubular adenocarcinoma in breast cancer grow slowly. If an accurate pathological diagnosis is
established for their small primary lesions and an operation is scheduled immediately, a simple
mastectomy may be indicated rather than a radical mastectomy. From analysis of reasons which
delayed radical operation, we should like to point out as follows ;

1. Pathohistological examination for small mammary lesions should be performed completely,
even il the diagnosivs of bénign tumor was already made by physical examination.

2. The patients who underwent surgical biopsy must be followed up for long term.

3. It is important to obtain exact histological diagnosis that the specimens are -examined by
several well trained pathologists.

(Received for publication ; April 9, 1979)
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