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Synopsis

In order to understand the significance of iodine, which is an essential micro-element for the

physiological function of human being, the ecological approach of the element to man is considered

to be available and significant for our present recognition on the matter.

Based on the basic considerations on the geochemical, biochemical. metabolic, and industrial

aspects of iodine, the relationship of endemic goiter to iodine was mainly discussed in terms of

the etiology and historical consideration on the prophylaxis, with special reference to human

ecological approach.

The author therefore attempted to clarify the ecosystem of human being to iodine through the

manuscript.
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