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Development Plans of Upper Azusa River in War and
Postwar Periods

By Murayama, Ken'ichi
Abstract

Plans to build dams in Kamikochi area were planned three times. First plan was made in the late
of Taisho period, and rejected by Nagano prefecture for the reason that the area had been
predetermined to one of national parks. But dam plans revived in war period and in postwar period.
In this article, I want to clarify the change of situation embracing the national parks, and the
continuity of the two plans.

Around 1935, new scheme of "river water control" was appeared in the river administration. In
this scheme, rational and multi-purpose uses of river water were designed, and the relationship
between water use for hydro-power and for irrigation changed from antagonistic to symbiotic. The
dam plan of Kamikochi made around 1941 was intended mainly to reclaim new farmland, hydro-
power development was incorporated into this plan, and nature conservation was forgotten. This plan
was shelved up in the war period, and revived around 1956. But the results of geological surveys
made in Kamikochi were negative. Kamikochi dam plan was abandoned at last. The new dam-site
was found in downriver area, and redevelopment of Azusa River realized. Kamikochi was protected

from river-water development.

Key word: hydro-power, water-supply for agriculture, Kamikochi, National Park, control of river

water

(20124E10H 31 H =8, 12H 4 HiBHAZD)



