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Summary

Although this is a study of so-called “yun-
manageable juvenile prisoners" in 195.9, still a
continuing problem,

Studies thus far indicate that the occur-
rence of “unmanageable juvenile prisoners”
is a result of social maladjustment rather than
flows in juvenile character.

Accordingly, 1 have prepared two scales
for rating the inmates' adjustment to prison
life, one, a self rating scale, to be used hy
the prisoners, the other to be used hy prison
officers. '

The scales cover 3 areas of adjustment,
personal, social, and vocational factors, each of
which contains several items.

These items are treated by a good-poor
analysis.

I distributed test guetionnaires to officers
and a group of 169 inmates of the Matsumoto
Juvenila Prisomn.

1. I tested the validity and confidence of
ithe scales, using as objective standards the
bad conduct reports, on file at the prison.

Taking as my “good group” the 35 inma-
tes who received the Dbest rating scores, and
as my “poor group” the 35 who received the
poorest scores, I found the mean scores of the
two groups to agree significantly with the
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incidence of bad conduct reports.

The scale proved reliable in terms of a
rerating procedure and split half method.

Reliability coefficients of the rating scale
were relatively high.

It may be said that ratings of the inmates
using the scale were shown to be both reliable
and valid.

Using scale scores it is possible to diffe~-
rentiate an adjustment from a maladjusted
group of inmates.

2. The state of adjustment with the pas-
sage of timz: 1 used the officers’ scale to

study changes in the adjustment of the juve-

nile prisoners over a period of one year, stu-
dying also the adjustment of my * good” and
“poor” groups over the same period.

The prisoners studied were the same test
group treated in the previous report,

The difference in totale scores of tests
conducted at the end of each 4 month period
showed a significant positive correlation.

f& MR Bk Al

The change in totale score for the entire
test group showed good adjustment during the
period following the third test. This was pri-
marily the improved adjustment of the “poor™
group

3. The relation of the state of a&justment
to environment and other factors: I believed
the results given by this scale to be related
to the length of time in prison, personal }his-
tory, intelligence quotleknt, the person who
will render assistance after release from pri-
son, frequency of corresponderice with people
outside of prison, and other factors.

Establishing the relation of these factors
and the scale score by applying a coefficient
of correlation as well as C value and chi squ-~
are, I found the significant factors to he inte~
lligence, inmates whose protectors were the
parents and frequency of correspondence,

In this way relatively minor problems
exert an important influence on the state of

adjustment of prison inmates.



