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ABSTRACT

Under the classical concept of Banti’s
syndrome splenectomy has been carrie'd out
for 35 patients who have an eniarged spleen
and a decreasing of cellular components in
the peripheral blood, - The clinical findings
and the laboratory data obtained from the
patients can be summarized as follows:

The patients have been seen at the age

of 5 to 57 but the majority was hetween
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thirties and fifties. Females were seen
approximately three times as many as males.
All of the 35 cases were classified into three
stages according to the Banti’s original stag-
ing. The complaints realized by the patients
were mainly those due to anemia. Longer
duration of the complaints has been observed
in the cases of more advanced stage. Bleeding
into the alimentary truct was found in 7
cases, and no relationships have been recog-
nized between the bleéding and the staging
by Banti. Bleeding time was measured by the
Duke's method in 32 cases, and in 10 cases
the bleeding time was prolonged over 10
minutes. The spleens weighed ranging from
215 to 1470 gm, and were observed to be
more enlarged in more advanced stages.
Hematological examination of the peripheral
blood revealed decreasings of the cellular
components of the blood. The decreasings
of .the white blood cells and thrombocytes
were more remarkable than that of the red
blood cells, Following splenectomy, howéver,
all the cellular components increased into
their normal ranges and remained stable,
The adrenalin test did not show any results
peculiar to Banti’s syndrome. Hepatic impair-
ments revealed by the liver function tests
in 33 cases before splenectomy were found tb
be improved after splenectomy.

Follow-up study of splenectomy for Banti's

syndrome revealed fairly good results.

&M & 3k 1%

Thirty-three patients who have been followed
over one year after splenectomy were subjected
to this study., Six patients died during the
follow-up; two due to bleeding into the ali-
mentary truct, two due to hepatic coma, and
the other' two due to unrelated causes. The
remaining 27 have been well following splen-
ectomy and no bleeding has been noticed.

On histological examination no character-
istic findings of Banti’s syndrome could be
observed in the spleen. There are, however,
some histological relationships between the
spleen and liver. The liver specimens taken
at the time of operation were examined his-
tolégically in 27 cases. These 27 can be divid-
ed into two groups by the histological find-
ings of the liver. The first group including
6 cases demonstrated morphological evidences
of liver diseases, e. g. portal and postnecrotic
cirrhosis, hepatitis, and schistosomiasis japo-
nica. The second group including the remain-
ing 21 cases demonstrated no evidences of
obvious liver diseases except fibrosis of the
liver. Histological differences have been
found of the spleens in 'the two groups. A
marked hyperplasia of the sinuses and a hy-
pertrophy of the reticular fibers have been
observed as characteristic findings of the
spleen in the second group. These findings,
however, were unable to be observed in the

first group.



