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Follow-up Study of the Effects of
Pneumoperitoneum Treatment in
Pulmonary Tuberculosis with
cavities

Nobumasa Nakamura
Department of Internal Medicine, Faculty of
Medicine, Shinshu University
(Director: Prof. T. Tozuka)

The effects of pneumoperitoneum were obser-
ved in 83 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis with
cavities.

The closure of cavity was observed in the
following bronchial segments: Sy, Sy.p: 46,29,
S4:80.09%, 5,:87.5%, S¢:81.8%, S Sp:100.0%;,
8,6 50.025. The favorable results were found
comparatively more frequent in the upper lobe of
the lung than in other lobes.

There was no difference in its curative effect
between the right lung and the left lung.

The cavity was clasified according to the clas-
sification by Dgnomae; then the closure of cavity
was seen in 56.7¢%; in type I, 61.5% in type II,
60. 095 in type II, 7,19 in type IV, 27.3%; in type
V, 66.6% in type VI; with the results more favo-
rable in types I, T, I, VI, but less favoradle in
types IV, V.

The cavities were closed in 76.39 within 1
year, and in 92,1¢5 within 1 and half years.
Therefore, it may be dlfficult to expect a successful
closure of cavity, unless it happens to occur within
1 and half years. :

The cavities with 2cm of its diameter were
closed in 73.695, those with 3cm in 50.045, those
with 4cm in 36.09;, and those with 5cm or more
in 20.0%;. The smaller the cavity was, the more
easily the cavity was closed.

The closure of cavity was seen in 57,49 in
one cavity, 35.7% in 2 cavities, 33.3% in 3
cavities, 50.02; in 5 cavities or more. The possi-
bility of successful closure was higher in the cavity
with a thin wall than that with a thick one,



