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Epidemiological Study on Paddy Field
Dermatitis in Nagano Prefecture
Tsuyoshi Nasu, Sadao Nagahara,
Hirosi Kamijima, Masao Nakamura,
Kyuyo Shiozawa, Michiharu Nakura,
Norihisa Mamiya and Xyo Furuta

Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine,
Shinshu University
The dermatitis seen among paddy field workers
in our country is not an endemic disease such as

»Koganbyo” found in the district of Lake Shinii in

Shimane Prefecture but is found more sporadically.

The patients take this as an occupational hazard

and continue working in the fields in spite of the

itch and rarely do they ask for medical care.

7% BT

An epidemiological study on paddy field der—
matitis was made in eleven districts of Shinano
Town Kamiminochi County, Nagano City, Matsu-
moto City, Suwa City and Komagane City where a
larger pdart of paddy fields are found sporadically
in this mountainous prefecture of Nagano.”

Cercaria sturniae (Tanabe) was found in the
Segmentina nitidella in the paddy fields where the
dermatitis was seen. Cercaria dermatitis (dy Cer-
caria sturniae) was found to be the main cause of
the paddy field dermatitis in Nagano Prefecture,

Tt is interesting to note that Cercaria derma-

titis is not a special endemic disease but an

. occupational disease of farmers working in paddy

fields in Japan.
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Paddy Field Dermatitis in Nagano
Prefecture

1. Clinical and Statistical Study on
Paddy Field Dermatitis
Hiroshi Kamijima
Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine,
Shinshu University
(Director : Prof. T. Nasu)

Although many studies have been made on the
parasitology and etiology of the endemic paddy
field dermatitis (Koganbyo, Nishidaibyo, Suidenbyo.
etc.) they have only consisted of the summary of
individual cases and no clinical statistics have been
published on the whole population in the districts.

Studies were made all of the farmers who
entered the paddy fields in Toyota Ward of Suwa
City, Sasaga Ward in Matsumoto City and Shinano
Town in Kamiminochi County. -Of those who
entered the paddy fields, 809 had dermatitis in
Toyota Ward Suwa City, 70% in Sasaga Ward and
1894 in Shinano Town. From these results I
conclude that the paddy field  dermatitis occurs
sporadically in Nagano Prefecture and there is a
considerable  differenee in its occurrence among
districts.

The clinical manfestations of this disease are
similar to those of other endemic dermatitis (Koga~
nbyo, Katayamabyo) but the topography and clim-
ate seem to make some differences.



