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A Case of "Periodische Schlafsucht’-like
Disease

Katsusuke Usui
Department of Neurology and Psychiatry, Facul_ty
of Medicine, Shinshu University
(Director : Prof. Dr. Nishimaru)

The patient is a 14 years and 11 months girl,
who was easily surprised in her chidhood and
before the onset of the disease she was cheerful,
unyielding and punctual in her character. Since
May 1954 a sleep attack and a stuporous-lethargic
state have occurred recurrently for 10 days every
month, then various signs and symptoms appeared,
associating with eacli other, such as a stuporous-
lethargic state, a sleep attack, a depressive as well
as a manic state, an excitement, a twilight-dreamy
state, somatosensoric signs, quickmotion pheno-~
menon, and dullness, The somatic development was
rather displastic as- compared with the standard
level of the corresponding age and sex., In a
stuporus—leth'argic state slow waves with 6 cycles
were observed bilaterally by fronto-parietal and
parieto-temporal leads in E.E.G. and also slow
waves with 3 cycles by fronto-parietal leads.
Electro-shock therapy as well as the administration
of thyreoidp owder, follicle hormone, chlorprom-
azine, reserpine and rhynchophylline provéd to
‘be ineffective, while diphenylhydantoin, tridione
combined with phenobarbital seemed to-be a little
effective in the treatment. This case is considered
to be nosologically a disease similar to “Periodische
Schlafsucht” (Kleine 1925) and pathogenetically a
kind of Diencephalose (Ratner 1927).



