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The Thyroid Function and the lodic
Acid Reducing Power of Blood Cells

Rikio Furihata, Jo Sen-I, Hiroshi Shida
and Minori Hirono
Department of Surgery, Faculty of Medicine,
Shinshu University
(Director : Prof. K. Maruta)

The iodic acid reducing power of blood cells
being assumed by Prof. K. Kuroda (Tokushima
University) as an indicator of epinephrine in the
blood, the power was measured in the patients of
graves’ disease, thyrotoxicosis, simple goiter, adoles-
cent goiter and malignant tumor of the thyroid
gland. Our results revealed that the power was
remarkably reduced in all cases of gaves’ disease
and in the majority of thyrotoxicosis, whereas the
power in other thyroid diseases of euthyroidism
always showed the same level as that in healthy
persons. The lowered power, however, restored to
the normal level as thyrotoxic symptoms disap-
peared by the surgical treatment. “Therefore it is
assumed that there exists a close relationship
between the thyroid function and the iodic. acid
reducing power of blood cells and the measurement
of the iodic acid reducing power of blood cells
may be used also as one of the functional tests of
the thyroid gland.
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